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Ph.D. ENTRANCE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2021

ARABIC
Time : Two Hours Maximum : 100 Marks
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Egyptians began voting on Saturday in the second phase of parliamentary elections in which
supporters of President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi are expected to win. Some 63 million of Egypt’s more
than 100 million people are eligible to elect 568 of the 596 legislators in the lower house, widely
seen as a rubber-stamp body for executive policies. The remaining 28 deputies will be appointed by
el-Sisi, a former general, whose government over the past six years has launched a severe crackdown
on dissent, targeting journalists, bloggers, lawyers and intellectuals. A quarter of the seats are
reserved for women according to constitutional amendments approved in a national referendum
last year. “We may observe some real competitions among candidates in several districts, however,
this competition has nothing to do with the broad idea of free and fair elections, it is a com petition
only allowed among loyal individuals,” Ahmed Abd Rabou, a visiting assistant professor at the
Josef Korbel School of International Studies-University of Denver who specialises in Egypt, told
The Associated Press.
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